
Rain Water Solutions® supports responsible irrigation and we are proud 
to offer our solution — the rain barrel. Every Rain Water Solutions rain 
barrel is manufactured with 100% recycled high density polyethylene 
plastic. They are made in beautiful NC to the highest standards in the 
business.

Installation instructions:
Read and understand all the instructions before attempting to install 
your rain barrel. Once properly set up, you will be able to enjoy your rain 
barrel for many years to come.

Locate a downspout where you wish to collect rainwater. It is very 
important the rain barrel be installed on a secure, level base. When the 
barrel is full it weighs over 500 pounds so we stress the importance of a 
level, sturdy base such as a patio or the edge of your driveway. It is very 
simple and economical to create a level base using concrete blocks.
 
If you plan on using a hose for watering, keep in mind the system is 
gravity fed. The water must run ‘downhill’ through the hose. The spigot 
on the rain barrel must be higher than the area to be watered. Once a 
location is selected, your home’s downspout must be shortened so that it 
empties into the top of the rain barrel. Cut the downspout so that when 
the elbow (angled piece) is reattached the bottom of the downspout outlet 
is approximately 3 inches above the rain barrel. This will make the pro-
cess of removing the lid much easier. Downspout components are inex-
pensive and can be purchased at any major home improvement store.

Each rain barrel comes with the following items; 1 brass spigots, 3/4" 
pvc plug, cap for one of the overflow ports, teflon tape, high capacity 
over flow hose and hose clamp, screen, two RELEASABLE zip ties, 
and four stainless steel screws.

The overflow hose should be placed to direct excess water away from 
your home’s foundation. Storage capacity can be easily doubled or 
tripled by adding barrels to your system. Simply shorten and route the 
overflow hose into another barrel’s overflow port to increase storage 
capacity. They can be daisy chained together so that once the first 
barrel reaches full capacity the overflow will carry the additional water 
to a second or third barrel.

Once the downspout has been shortened, the barrel can be put into 

place. Wrap the threads of the spigot (large thread area inserts into 
barrel) with teflon tape — put only two layers of teflon tape on the 
threads. DO NOT OVER TIGHTEN — this will result in stripping the 
threads and your barrel will leak. Repeat this process for the white pvc 
plug. The plug and spigot are interchangeable for the two threaded  
ports on the front of the rain barrel. Put the plug in one of the ports 
and the hose bib in the other. You can add a second hose bib and not 
use the plug with a standard 3/4" male threaded hose bib from your 
local home improvement store. Once the spigot is in place do not use 
it as a handle or put any more pressure on it than is necessary to turn 
it on and off.

Place the overflow hose on the over-
flow port that will allow the best drain-
age route for excess water that will 
exit the barrel once it is full. Use the 
hose clamp (ring) to keep the overflow 
securely in place. Place the black 
plastic cap on the second overflow 
port to prevent insects from entering 
the barrel. Place lid on top of the barrel 
and line up the two holes in the lid with 
the two holes directly above the over-
flow ports. Tighten releasable zip ties 
through holes until snug for safety.

Place screen into recessed area on the top of 
the lid and hold flat with the your hand, fingers 
extended and use the 4 small screws to attach 
screen to lid. There are four small extrusions on 
the lid that mark the spots where the screws can 
be put into the lid. If the screen has any curl to 
it place the curl side down. 

You are now ready to enjoy all the pleasures of 
rain harvesting. Your plants will love you for it.
 
Check us out on the web for additional information and installation 
ideas and suggestions. We also sell additional screens, overflow caps, 
spigots, drain plugs, teflon tape, and overflow hose.
 
•  It is important to 

have the screen, 
overflow cap, and 
overflow hose as 
well as the lid 
securely installed 
at all times there is 
water in the barrel. 
This will keep pests, 
like mosquitoes, 
from turning your rain barrel into their personal breeding ground. 

•  The water you collect in your rain barrel is not potable – not for 
human consumption.
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